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. Wliy More Horrors?

JOHN HAYS HAMMOND has, by his engi¬
neering ability and achievements, won the

respect of the scientific world. His son, John
Hays Hammond. Jr.. now comes forward with
a hid for fame by Inventing a projectile that
will discharge a white-hot mixture of molten
steel when it strikes, and at the same time
fill the atmosphere with a deadly gas to repel
fire-fighters. The first purpose of the molten
steel is. of course, to set fire to towns, dirigi¬
bles and forests. The secondary effect will be
to scatter this white-hot metal over any
human beings who may be near, and burn
them to death horribly, or Bear their fiesh,
burn great holes in their bodies, send them
to eternity with a foretaste of hell.
What a pity the son of John Hays Ham¬

mond could not have invented something to
heal the wounded and lessen the terrors of
deadly conflict!

Clieiulral Company's Deferred Dividend

ACTION by the Virginia-Carolina Chemical
Company, in deferring the quarterly

dividend on its preferred stock, had been an¬

ticipated, in view of the agricultural depres¬
sion in the cotton belt, where so large a share
of the company's business is done. It indi¬
cates no increase in financial stagnation, but
is the necessary outcome of stagnation that
has existed since the outbreak of the Euro¬
pean war and which is just beginning to
disappear.

It. Is noteworthy that the dividend has not
been passed, but merely deferred. "When cot¬
ton. under the influence of better shipping
conditions and the $135,000,000 fund raised
by bankers of the country, commences to
move in greater vaipnie, .the Virgiuia-Caro-
lina Chemical Company, like other creditors
of cotton belt merchant's and farmers, will
get their money. There should be no reason
for increased pessimism.

France in the Great War
RANCH'S determination to wage the existJT ing war to its bitter end scarce required,

to obtain general understanding, the declara-
tion of the Premier in the Chamber of
Deputies. That determination has been evl-
dent in the whole attitude and bearing of
the French people and in a gallant and reso- jlute endurance of suffering and death.

With Prance, at any rate, this has been,
and is, a war for national existence. Blame
has been laid at the door of Germany, and of
Russia and England, hut no serious attempthas been made even by her enemies to show
that France acted other than in self-defense,
She did not cause the war, she did what she
could to avert it, but, now that it has come,she boars herself with an inflexible courage.With simple dignity, also. There has been
less theatricaiism and emotionalism on the
part, of France than on that of any other na¬
tion. It is about time that we should re¬
vise the stupid American estimate of theFrench character.

IN olden days, when knights and other fool¬
ish people went chasing around the globeafter trouble, the price of murder was a

woman's smile or an invitation to the Queen'sluncheon. Murder has had placed upon it
more differing values, in more kinds of coin,than any other inconveniences of human
existence. In some quarters murder demandsits price in family tradition, as in the moun¬
tain feuds; in others, there is the unwrittenlaw of justification; in others, nations puttheir 0. K. on murder wholesale, because afew select advisers of paretic or egomaniacalrulers are gifted with vivid imaginations.

But for crude, dollars and cents, barterand trade value of murder, New York has
just taken the floral offerings, it has come
out in the case of Barnet Baff, rich poultry-
man, assassinated, it is alleged, by commandof the Chicken King, that $400 was offered
and refused for his death, and that it was
finally assigned to a crew that undertook the
job for $2 80, cash in advance. A dozen gun¬
men are on trial, and the actual murderer iB
undoubtedly among them. For his share of
$280 at least that one is more than likely to
go to the electric chair, while the others face
prison.
Murder as a trade in inconceivable to most

people, fortunately for society; but that a

The Price of Murder

hlgh-cluBs murder "can be bought, that hirod
butchers are only too willing to risk their
worthless necks for such a paltry sum as
$280, is matter of record. And posalbly
there may be gunmen in New York who will
contract for a piurder much cheaper.say,
$10, or six for $G0. If it is truo that there
are numbers of such murderers for hire, the
State ought to get something out of it to help
pay the cost of triuls and executions. Mur¬
derers should be compelled to take out
licenses.

Shall Politics Rule Employment Bureau?

IF the whisperings ot rumor and public ap¬
prehension are resolved into factAind the

city's employment1 bureaxi does become an
annex to somebody's political maohine, it will
be enough to make the angels weep and the
cynical critic of American municipal govern¬
ment laugh himself to death.

Here was an enterprise that made its bid
for community approval on the ground that
it was to perform a community service.to
make some sane and decent effort to solvo the
serious problem of unemployment. Politics,
we were told or permitted to believe, was to
be banished from Its composition and opera¬
tion. Now, it is openly charged, politics will
control the board's discharge of its initial
function.the selection of a manager.
To permit politics to dictate or influence

this choice would be little short of criminal.
A stupid law restricts selection to registered
voters here, which is unfortunate, but there
would be no difllcully in obtaining a good
man for the place were the board to announce
publicly that the position would be conferred
on the best qualified applicant.
The nmnnger of the public employment

bureau, it is reasonably obvious, ought to
possess a few qualifications other than an oily
capacity to land ward heelers in municipal
sinecures or with public service corporations
and paving contractors. If that, or anything
like it, Is the ideal the board has In mind in
selecting Its executive officer, the establish¬
ment of the bureau will not prove a bless¬
ing, but a curse to Richmond.
The Times-Dispatch refuses to credit that

this ghastly and brutal jgke is meditated
seriously. It is impossible to believe that
five representative citizens should have so
little regard for their responsibility to the
whole people, whom they will be sworn to
serve.

Be Just to the Lejifnio Angel

IT would be a short-sighted policy for the
Virginia League of baseball clubs to at¬

tempt to hold Richmond within that organi¬
zation against the city's will. Richmond has
been the league angel for a good many years,
but a disgruntled and discontented and re¬
bellious angel cannot be regarded as a very
valuable piece of personal property.
We have present opportunity to move up

from Class C to Class A A in the ranks of
organized baseball. The only opposition
comes from the Virginia League, which dis¬
likes. naturally enough, it ought to be said,
to surrender its most valuable territory. The
league, however, should conquer this aver¬
sion and consent to a fair arrangement with
the backers of the project to bring an Inter¬
national League, franchise here. Such a
course is not only just to Richmond, but good
sense as well. "We say this," as a character
in contemporary fiction remarks, "in no
mercenary spirit, but just as a matter of
business."

It is highly improbable that the present
enterprise will result in failure, but if failure
romes, it will be imputable to the Virginia
League and to nobody else. To say that
Richmond will resent the loss of this oppor-*
tunity to take its rightful place in fast base¬
ball company does not involve a threat; it. is
the mere statement, of an obvious fact.
Neither is there uncertainty as to the manner
In which this resentment will lind expression.

Richmond has outgrown the Virginia
League. It is too big, baseball interest here
Is too keen and too general, for the city to
linger longer in the bushes. Organized base¬
ball, through the national commission, has
recognized the situation, and it is just as
well for others to fall into l^jie.

Federal Aid for Military Schools

SERIOUS and more serious becomes the
proposition, more or less lightly flung

into the arena of discussion, that military
training be made a part of the. American boy'seducation. Tin* original proposition has been
robbed somewhat of its gallery play, a<ul
worked down to a basis of sane consideration.
Now a bill in Congress proposes to appro¬
priate $80,000 of Federal aid money to each
State having military schools, this money to
be divided among such schools and such other
schools as will add the military course. A
little string provides that the State, to get the
$S0.000, must itself appropriate ?4 0,000 for
the same purpose.

Well, there is this to be said: Federal aid
is manifeBt.lv proper for the encouragement
of anything which, in its last analysis, is in¬
tended as an aid to the accomplishment, of
Federal purposes, present or prospective.
Military training will hurt no youth. On
the contrary, setting up exercises, marksman¬
ship. drilling, discipline will all make for
manliness, physically and morally. And so
long as the military feature Is optional, and
there, is no implied or actual obligation to
enlist, there is, of course, nothing to stir up
a fear that we may become militaristic.

It would be Interesting, if possible to studyfor comparison and report, the relative student
efficiency of boys in military and nonmilitaryschools. It is at least thinkable that under
military discipline the' student would take
more "regimental pride" in his progress, and
this might prove to be the weightiest of all
arguments for the military course. In anyevent, it is an idea with too nuiny appear¬
ances of good to be disregarded or laugheddown.

Governor Blense, of South Carolina, Hayshe is going to clean out the penitentiary be¬fore ho quits oilice. The voters have done
an even better job for the Governor's man¬sion.

Wonder if the imminence of Christmas hadanything to do with the death of the manwho had eighty-nine grandchildren.

Three Ohio towns, neighboring on WestVirginia, havo gone wet. Evil communica¬tions corrupt good manners?

It Is officially announced that there are nojobs in California. 'Smaller? lias Hi John-1 son absorbed all the climate?
i

Paris is to have a "wool Christmas." TheKaiser had hoped it would havo a German
one.

Congress was comfortable Underwood; willit be hot under KitchlnV

SONGS AND SAWS
Be Cbarltablc.

You may boll®vo that you are just
The very wisest man on earth;

You may optno your quips and Jokes
Should cause tho world to shako with mirth;You may fowl sure your views on art
Express tho last and final word.

That views that tajce another slant
Are highly foolish and absurd.

It's oven possible to think
That you are right as right can fce.But still, for heaven's sako, permitTho rest of us to disagree.

The K'eNMlmlnt SaydiThis Christmas spirit Hives mo a headache.
especially tho brand they passed around at the
stag dinner 1 attended last night.

Squaring Things,
Grubbs.What are you going to give yourwife for a Christmas present?
Stubbs.I haven't decided exactly, but I'mthinking of nandlng over a receipted bill for

the silver tea she Is going to give me.

Slightly Revised.
You may break, you may

shatter,
The glass If you will,

But always there'll linger
The scent pf the still.

Downing the Demon Rum.
"I have helped to put down liquor in everycounty In Alabama," shouted RepresentativeHetlin, on the Moor of tlxe House. And then hecould' not understand why everybody laughed.

Here'M One.
The ancients never knew how luck
Chased them fl-om dawn to dawn.

No bank e'er wrote to 0110 of them:
"Account is overdrawn."

THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors
The Frederioksburg Star relates It: "The

Indians. Yellow Owl, Bear Skin and Bun-
shine, brothers, passed through here Sat¬
urday night, walking from const to coast on
a $5,000 wager. The object in making this
money is to send their younger brother, Sun¬
shine, to school. Thpy have been on tho road
eleven months and expect to llnish the jour¬
ney in two years." The man who put up the55,000 may be readily identified as our oldfriend, 13. Z. Mark, who needs moro than $5,000worth of schooling considerably worse than
any Indian on or off tho reservation.

Tho gontle editor of the Clifton Forge Re¬
view, softly ohides the superintendent of
streets, or other constituted authority, In this
characteristic manner: "The Review has no
charge to mako against any official of tho cityin particular for any sin of commission or
omission, but this newspaper does desire to go
on record as protesting against the policy of
neglecting tho streets of the city during win¬
ter weather, and especially when the sidewnlks
are caked with ice and snow." As the man
who sat In the three-handed poker game with
Bret Harte and a one-eyed "pard" remarked:
"Somebody's clieatin' I'm callln' no names, hut
if this cheatln' don't stop, somebody's goin'
to lose the other eye."

_

Editor Flynn, of the Lunenburg Call, ac¬
knowledges a visit from Santa Claus: "A few
days ago one of our readois sent us a lot of
nice sparerlbs and backbone, and a few days
later our young farmer friend, Mr. Robert
Smith, glided Into our shop with a gallon Jug
of good old persimmon beer.tho kind our dad
used* to make.(wc can ace some of the coun¬
try editor's mouths watering now!) and said
it was for the editor.us. What's bettor than
sparerlbs, backbone and persimmon beer?"
That's a fair question! "What's tho answer?

The Covington Virginian exhibits rabid pro-
German symptoms. An eruption in the form
of a standing head, set in a fancy box and
reading, "Mlt der Shears," has appeared upon
its fair face.

Exhortations to shop early are carried tin
coinplainingly In the editorial columns of the
Virginia dailies t<> the latest pOHSlblo hour,
the editors appreciating that the Christmas
present will soon be a thing of the Christmas
past.

The Charlottesville Progress, which evidently
expects to see Turkey, stuffed with Oermau
promises, served a la Belgium to the allies,
says: "The succcss of tho (icrman diplomats
in bringing Turkey into the war was a bad
move for Germany and suicidal for Turkey."

Current Editorial Comment
The report of the Commissioner

Americans of internal Revenue} analyzing
, the Income lux returns, gives an

, interesting cross-sectional view
Hint lay lax0f American wealth. Some of

the items doubtless do not check
up with popular impressions, but the difference
is as likely to lie over as under. Thus, it will
probably surprise somo persons to le^rn that
as many as 135 Americans have incomes of
1500,000 or more, while, on the other hand, there
are but 79,429 with incomes from $2,500 to $3,-
333, as against 11 1,448, who receive from $3,333
to $5,000 a year, and 101,718 from $5,000 to $10,-
000 a year. One unexpected disclosure is that
almost half as many single women pay the
income tax as single men, or 23,551 against
55,212. Adding to t'his (>,i>82 married women
and 272,153 married men, the «rand total of
income taxpayers in the United States is 357,598.
By way of contrast, the entire total of paupers
in American almshouses in 1010 was 83,941, or
35,000 fewer persons of alt ages and degrees of
decrepitude who were unalfle to earn a living
or find support from relatives than those who
were able to make from $3,333 to $5,000 a year.
The British total of paupers for 1911, moreover,
in a population of not more than half of ours
was 070,894, or almost twice as many as ail
the income taxpayers in the United States..
New York Evening Sun.

Announcement that the Library
Plans to Congress will shortly under-

UttfnnniH/o taku a service similar to that of
v. "!, the legislative reference bureau
liCpsliiuon established by most of the States

indicates that Congress may bo
moving toward system and ord/>r in its enact¬
ments. It was Champ Clark who once directed
attention to the fact that bills could be intro?
duccri in Congress even for the purchase of
Kreen cheese from the moon. Most Americans
understand this condition, and yet even the
philosophers of Wall Street are startled out
of their Idiots. when a member drops into the
lnskct a bill to abolish the Stock Exchange.
A legislative reference bureau, attached to

Congress, might not atop the flood of foolish
bills, but it would go a long way toward check¬
ing duplications and avoiding loose language
in framinK the bills. Congress, In 1906, author¬
ized an appropriation to enable the librarian
"to prepare such indexes, digests and compila¬
tions of laws as may be required for Congress."
Now it is understood that the library hopes to
K»i further, employing a corps of experts "in law,
competent to analyze, summarize and compare;
an auxiliary corps of translators and indexers
and assistants familiar with the bibliography
of the law. These men will study existing laws
and other material in relation to proposed legis-,
latlon and present digests and comprehensive
statements..Washington Post.

Senator Hitchcock's bill, which
Blow nt '^signed prevent American
r'nnnirv'ii citizens from selling war mate-
it

.* rial or other contraband goods touuslness belligerent powers of lOurope,
has nothing whatever to com¬

mend it. It may he doubted whether Congress
lias any power to limit the activities of private
citizens in this matter. To pass this bill would

put U In the power of foreign governments,by declaring certain good* contraband, prac¬tically to destroy American trade. That tradoIm hit qutto hard enough as It Is. Internationallaw, our qwn private law, and tho decisions of
our courts, all sustain tho trade which tho billis deslgnad to provont. It Is Imposulble to
Imagino any war In which one belligerent would
not have more complete control of tho sea than
another. And .In overy such case the weaker
power would, of course, complain. What wo
In this case are asked to do |u to prevent tho
allloa from onjoylng an advantage which is
fairly theirs, but which we did nothing whatever
to create. Our merchants and manufacturers
are to-day prepared to sell on equal terms) to
all belligerents. It is not their fault if some
of the belligerents aro able to dollver the goods
and other are not. Thero Is no violation of
neutrality In sales within the country py our
ultlauns to any and all who are "Toady to buy.
The business is one with which tho government
has absolutely nothing to do. Tho administra¬
tion wont to th© limit when It discouraged loans
to the belligerents, and Induced Mr. Schwab not
to build in this country submarines for sale
abroad..Indianapolis News.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(Prom the Richmond Dispatch, Dec. 34, 1864.)
For reasons satisfactory to the, managers, tho

proposed big Christinas dinner "to L.ee's army
Iiub been postponed from Christmas Day to Now
Year's Day. That It will come off on the last
day named, there can bfc no doubt.
The terrific storm along the whole line of the

Atlantic Coast still continues, and there Is no
telegraphic communication with either Wilming¬
ton, Savannah or Charleston. Hence, no war
news from those Interesting pointa.
Telegraphic communication with bynchburg,Danville and Gordonsvllle was restored yester¬

day, but no news was reoetved by tho War
Department from any of those quarters, and
yet there are all kinds of rumors of active
operations In at least two of the sections named,

It is almost inexplicable that military events
of great Importance should be occurring in
Southwest Virginia and along the base of tho
Blue Ridge Mountains, of which the'War De¬
partment remains in profound ignorance. If
the government would remove tho embargo on
the wires, the newspapers would manage to
get tho news.
We have vague reports of severe cavalry

fights between General Hosser's brave men and
the enemy In the Valley, but because of the
control of tho wires by the secretive War De¬
partment, wo can get no particulars. The rumor
is that Oeneral Rosser got the best of the two
days' fighting.
During a partial lull In the general storm, tho

wires between Richmond and Staunton got In
working ordor late last night. A report is tele¬
graphed us from Staunton that Sheridan's In¬
fantry have gone back down the Valley, finding
Early's forces a little too strong for the ad¬
vance he (Sheridan) had coptemplated.
By telegraph last night wo learned that the

cavalry force, reported to have been In Madison
County, turned their coursc and yesterday
reached a point not far from Gordonsvllle,
where they were met by a Confederate force,
and, after a savage little fight, wore repulsed,
and thus the railroad connection which tho
Yankees were trying to dislocate was saved.

Forty-five Federal prisoners, captured hy
Colonel Mosby in his slashing around on the
borders of the Yankee armies, reached Llbhy
Prison yesterday. They were shipped from
Gordonsvllle by Major Boyle.

Queries and Answers
MnnnaiM.

Please tell mo what means there was for
crossing Bull Run within tho Held of the Battle
of Manassas. T. E. GRKY.
Thero was little difficulty In crossing at any

point. The regular crossings were, from east
to west, tho railway bridge, Blackburn's Ford,
Mitchell's Ford, the Stone Bridge. All wore
within the battle Held.

Public Schools.
When were tho public schools of Richmond

and Virginia placed on the accredited list?
S. Li. M.

From the origin of the public school system.
As the demands for "accrediting" have become
higher, the effectiveness of the schools has In¬
creased, anil there has been no time at which
tho Virginia and the Richmond schools have
fallen below the demand.

Adoption.
Is thero in Richmond an institution from

which one may obtain an attractive baby for
adoption? MISS K. D. B.
The Children's Home Society of Virginia, 2605

East Franklin Street.

The Voice of the People
Hir* Nation Should I'raj- for I'face,

To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Uvlng under'adverse circumstances, with

the wheels of our great industrial system
clogged and a depression in nil branches of
business, we. feel the hard times very keenly,
which has brought about a good deal of suf¬
fering in this country. Amidst it all, may we.
all slop and think and turn our thoughts to
blood-stained and battle-scarred Kurope with ils
awful toll of suffering and death. L.et us
analyze the condition that are existing over
there, and to think the same condition would
exist if we should share a long-drawn out war.
We resorted to that sad and cruel practice, of
conscription drafting out the .able-bodied rtt»n to
go to the front regardless. There, has not as
yet risen up a power even in this great ad¬
vance ago of civilization and Christianity to
Htop this terrible god of war as he descends
upon the land, carrying millions ot the strongest
and youngest men In his grasp to bo mado
unwilling victims of greed and aggression.
Can Christianity stand Idly by and allow this

grim monarch to take men from their homo
without their consent and force them to light,
whether they want to or not?
Christ has given to us Christianity to purify

and purge nations, and to advance the father¬
hood of Hod and brotherhood of man, and has
left his followers here to carry out his com¬
mission. Christianity appears very weak in her
protest in this great conflict. Koine mighty men
of God who have voiced their protest against
this awful murder, and will not the same God
Who still rules and Judges save the city?

L(. A. S.
Richmond, Docember 21, 1014.

IF.
If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt
you,

But make allowance for. their doubting, too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting;

<Jr being lied about, don't deal In lies;
Of being hated, don't give way to hating,
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too

wise.

If you can dream, and not make dreams your
master;

If you can think, and not make thoughts your
aim;

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster,
And treat those two Impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken,
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you give, your life to,
broken.

And stoop and build 'em up with wornout
tools.

If you can make one heap of all your winnings,
And risk it on one turn of pitch and toss,

And lose, nnd start again at your beginnings,
And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,

And so hold on when there Is nothing In you
lOxcept the Will, which saya to them: "Hold

on!"

If you can talk with crowds and keep yout*
virtue,

Or walk with Kings, nor lose the common
touch; /

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;
If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can All the unforgiving mlnuto
With sixty seconds' worth of distance run,

Vours Is the Karth and everything that's in It,
And, which is more, you'll be a Man, my eon

.Rudyard Kipling.

Father Got to Monkeying With the ToyAeroplane and It Sailed Right UpstairsOno of the Day's nest Ciirtoons.

%

DO BRITISH PLAN FLEET OF DUMMIES? I
NF3W YORK. Dccnmher 20..A tale

of a British naval tr!ok In proce«a of
preparation, the purpose of which was
not quite clear, was brought to NewYork hv a passenger on the White Starliner Baltic from Liverpool.
Tho passenger told of the fitting out

of fifty dummy warships at Belfastby tho Rrltlsh admiralty under the di¬
rection of Captain 11. J. Haddock, It.N. It., formerly tho commander of theOlympic. These vessels arc old steam-
ships of various tonnage and speed,from tho former Cunarder Campania,with a speed of nineteen knots, to tli«»
tramp which cannot make more than !
eight knots with a gale of wind be-
hind her.

I'urpiiMP Krpt Sorrel.
The purpose for which they are In-

tended Is being kept secret, but one
theory is that tho admiralty purchasedthem foi use in blocking the Kiel
Canal as Lieutenant llobson attemptedto block the entrance to the harbor of
Santiago, Cuba, by s'.nkinK the Merri-
mac in the Spanish-American War. Iu
an interview with a reporter at his
hotel the passenger, who would not
permit himself to be quoted, said that
the work was being carried on day jand niRht at Belfast by workmendrafted from all parts of Ungland."\fter the. Interior fittings of the
fillips have been ripped out," the pas¬
senger said, "the hulls are strength-cued with extra steel beams and th>;
holds filled with cement or sowo prod-uct of a similar nature to sink them!level with the water. Then the upperworks are painted a naval gray ami
wooden turrets and wooden guns are
mounted on their decks. Through afriend in tho shipyard 1 looked over
one old passenger liner that was being

fitted with nine-Inch guns and lookedquite formidable. While I was there
a painter who was working on adummy funnel fell out of the bos'n'nchair ho was sitting in. went throughthe turrot and smashed tlui gun Inside.>1 it ia < nrrli-N AII ell or.
"Of course, all these things are verylightly constructed, and have to behandled carefully. An able seaman,who was carrying a 'ten-ton' anchoron Ills-- shoulder along the deck, wanadmonished by tho ho»'n to go easyor he would break the mudhook intwo amidships.
"The work on Home of the smallerVMBflls Is lining dono __yery rapidly. 1

was told nf one vessel that was adingy-looking old tramp at 5 o'clock
on a Monday aft< moon, and by K tho
next night sh'' had been transformedInto a smart-looking light cruiser,arined with eight apparently formid¬able six-Inch guns and titilck-llrcrji."I knew Captain Haddock when he
was commander of the Olyniplo,- andsj>oke to him sit the hotel In I'elfustJust before 1 sailed for New YorkWhen I asked him what was to bodone with the dummy licet h<' wns con-
si ruetlng he looked startled, and ro-111i<. »t.
"'Hush! It Is a secret.'
"I told him that 1 got" my informa¬tion llrst from a CScrman waiter Inthe hotel, who said, with great glee:" 'They an- bulhllng a dummy Lion

to-day at the dockyard.'
"These vessels are to bo manned byvolunteers who will take their livesin their hands, as there is the dangerof foundering In a heavy sea. in addi¬tion to that of being shelled and sunk

by the enemy. The 'rally li<eihad no dllllculty in geu.ns-; ofTiccraand men for the Job."

SUBMARINE "MOTHER SHIPS"
"Mother ships" for submarine >»r/» re¬

cent developments In navul warfare.
The Germans are said to have used
thelm extensively.

"Water tight compartments of the
proper sl/.o were designed for both
Hides of the ships selected; one of these
compartments with a set of doors open¬
ing outward, writes Norman Draper, In
Collier's. A series of pumps, ducts
connecting the two compartments, and
sluices, which, when opened, would
permit the gradual entrance of sea wa¬
ter to th»j compartments, completed the
arrangement.
The Idea ".was that each compart-!

inent would he tilled with the same
quantity of water, thereby Keeping the
ship on an even kcul. The doors titted
to one would bo opened. That accoin-
pllKhed a .submarine could be taken
into the compartment and the doors
closed. Then the pumps would he set
to working so that as the water in t)i<-
compartment occupied by the subma-
rino was drawn off in order that the
tiny warcraft might bo made stable,
the "mother ship," as they have been
called, would still keep an even keel.
When and where this arrangement

was first tested l»y the CSennan govcrn-
iiir hi I am unahle to state positively.I have reason to believe. however, tliatit wan tested iji lit*, lialtlc h'ea, about
two u.'ir.i ;<k. >.
As another method of Increasing the

raiu;<' of the average submarine a num¬ber «if locations were determined tiponwhere him;ret liases mli.;ht bo placedshould the Fatherland outrage in a war.Tito Mritlsh admiralty iia«l admittedtills.that one of the sorrel Germansubmarine bases is undoubtedly locatedsomewhere upon the Vesteraalen Is¬lands, to the northwest of Norway.I,n ortler to effect the destruction ofthe AudaclotiK, had her position beenknown to the Germans, it wouldhave been a simple mattef to bend out
a "motlu r sliip" to a point forty or fiftymiles away and there the submarinecould have been readily turned outwithin striking distance.
Naval men generally are of the. opin¬ion that a torpedo tired by a .subma¬rine sank tiie Audacious. Hut howthe submarine managed to reach that

part of the .sea has completely mysti¬fied them. The .solution of tho puzzlewould seem to lie in tjie "mother ship"or the secret base.

SINGEING THE HAIR USELESS
Tho reams of paper that are used

up each month in articles In the daily
papers.and weekly and monthly pa¬
pers.on beauty culture arc conclusive
evidence that it Is as natural for man
to desire to beautify the person as it
is "to indulge In the illusions of hope,"
says tho Journal of tho American Medi¬
cal Association. A sound mind In a
sound body sufllces the serious-minded
minority, but apparently the Innumera¬
ble majority, if they had their way,
would have a comely body anil take
their chances on any old kind of a
mind, on the principle that It is better
to be good looking than wise, because
more people have sight than under¬
standing-
To decorate and beautify tho body is

an inborn passion; the savage does It
differently from us, but when It comes
to the mapy manipulations and reme¬
dies that are recommended for avoid¬
ing wrinkles, gtvlng the eyebrows' an
aristocratic arch, coaxing the lashes
to* bo long and languorous, making the
ears pink and small or the nose straight
and thin, removing a double chin or
taking the core out of the Adam's ap¬
ple, wo have nothing on our uncivilized
and supposedly more ignorant brothers.
Tho hair in particular is the object

of all mankind's cosmetic endeavors.
When it comet?-to civilized man he is
universally engaged in trying to save
what he has left, or regrow what he
has lost. Women, with few exceptions,
do not become bald, but all women, in
their opinions, are threatened with that
unspeakable calamity; men not only
may get bald, but a large number of
them ara already so. And thus tho
popular remedies for the hair neod al¬
most a surgeon-general's catalogue. Vi¬
bratory and electrical treatments, hair
tonics that feed the hair roots, as
though they grew out of the scalp like
broom-sedge out of an old Held, neat's-
foot oil and crude kerosene, massage
and mange cures, all have their futile
trials.
Among these our particular topic now

Is singeing the lialr. This Is recom¬
mended to overcome splitting at tho
onds and to prevent falling of the

hair, the reason for the latter beingthat it "closes the pores and keeps thefluid in tlie hair." With ttic long hairof a woman, which has a tendency tosplit at the ends, it is possible, thatsingeing the tips may he of seme use;it substitutes a charred blunt end offused horn for one tapering to a point
or rut clean across. Hut even in
cases of this sort It is less useful thangreasing lightly the lialr and thus sup¬plying the fat which is lacking in such
hair. For the hair of men, which Is
kept short, singeing is not of any use
in preventing splitting; hair which is
not allowed to prow to its natural
length does not split, unless it has a
deeps'eated disturbance for which there
is no such simple remedy.
Of course, singeing the hair-ends in

order to prevent the lluid in the hair
from escaping, like sap from a tree, is

(.based on an entiro misconception of
the hair's structure and nutrition. The
hair does not contain any more sapLilian a buggy whip; it is not nourished
by any lluid In it, but by tho blood
plasma that reaches only the hair
root. The hair above the skin surface
is a spine, of horn, which is even oiled
from without, and singeing its tips lias-
no effect whatever on either its nour-
isluncnt or its growth. It is certain
that singeing the hair is of no value in
preventing its fall; in fact, the onlyvalue the procedure has is to tho zeal -

ous hairdresser who gets his little fee
for doing it.unless it is worth 4 quar-
ter to the seeker after hair to think ho

| Is doing something, oven if he is not.

Fur More Important.
(Springtleld Republican.)

Bulgaria and Ttoumnnia keep the.
world guessing, but there arc plentyof people who arc more anxious to
know what pitcher will next jump to
the "Feds."

Cieorge Kreil'N ("hnnce,
(Cleveland Tjcador.)

Oeorgo Fred Williams says ho couldhave been ruler of Albania for $25,000.Why didn't ho let ua know In tlmo to
pass tho hat?


